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From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 


‘The following from our respected correspondent, “Lv- 
QUINER arrer TrvutTH,” we have just received, and 
we cheerfully give it to our readers, It is on an im- 
portant subject ; and although we have already publish- 
ed considerable on it, our readers will be well paid for 
giving the following communication a thorough reading. 

ILLUSTRATION OF 2 THES. 1.9. 


‘Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his pow- 
er.” 

‘Vhere is no portion of scripture, on which [ once placed 
more dependence, in proof of the doctrine of everlasting 
misery, than the one just quoted. Presuming, that the 
~easons which have induced me to change my views of it, 
may be of some use in convincing others, that it affords no 
support to the doctrine, I shall briefly state them for theii 
randid consideration. ‘They will be seen perhaps to mosi 
advantage, by considering, who the persons were, said to 
ve punished ; The time when this punishmcat took place 
—And the nature and duration of it. A consideration of 

hese three things, will lead us to bring the whole context 
snto view in the course of ourremarks. Let us then con- 
sider. 

Ist. Who the persons were, who Paul said should be 
ounished with everlasting destruction ? A correct under 
etanding of the passage depends on our ascertaining this. 
Most people would say, the persons to be punished with 
everlasting destruction, are all the wicked.—But the pas- 
sage does not declare any such thing, though in quoting 
come parts of it, persons frequently introduce the word ai 
ns an addition to it,no doubt to support their own views 
the more strongly from it. The whole chapter makes 
mention of three, and only of three classes of persons, and 
one of these are the persons, who are said to be punish- 
ed with everlasting destruction. 


ist. The chapter makes mention of Paul, and Sylvanus» 
and Timotheus, as is seen from verse Ist. The two latter 
persons were with Paul when he wrote the epistle, and 
his mentioning them along with himself, accounts for his 
speaking throughout the chapter, in the plural number. 
See verses, 3,4,7, 10,11. But, asthey could not be the 


persons to whom a reference is made verse 9th, And who) 


are said to be punished with everlasting destruction, it does 


not deserve further notice. 
24, Another class of persons mentioned in the chapter, 


are the believing Thessalonians, or the church of God two! 





presence of the Lord. Itis uecessary then, that we ex- 
amine this with scrupulous care and attention. Who then 
were the persons? If there be any difficulty now, in as- 
certaining who these persone were, there could not be any 
in the days of the Apostics. ‘The apostle and the ‘[hessa- 
loniaus, to their painful experience knew who the persons 
were, for they were those who (roub/ed them as mentiowed 
verse 6th, and frvia Whom their persecutions and tribile- 
tions arose, verse 4th. Unless we contend, that they did 
not know whe were their persecutors, we must conclide 
that this third class of persons were well known to Paul 
and the Thessalonians. If we then can ascertain with 
certainty, who persecuted the Thessalonians, we ascertain 
certainly who the persons are, said verse 9th to be punish- 
ed with everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord. Whothen were they? Can this be ascertained ? 
We answer yes, with mathematical, yea, with Seripture 
certainty. We shall proceed with care to shuw this, 

It is easily seen by consulting J Thes. ii. 14, 15, that the 
Thessalonians were persecuted or troubled by their own 
countrymen.—But whatever share they had iu this, it is 
evident that the unbelieving Jews were the chief movers 
and ring-leaders in it. This is so apparent from Acts xvii. 
and particularly from verses 5—7, that no one can dispute 
it. We,think no one can have read the New-'lestament 
but must have seen, thatthe unbelieving Jews were Gin 
unwearied pezsecutors of Christians, in all places where 
they found them, as wellas at Thessalonica. ‘That they 
were the persecutors of the Apostles and of the Thessalo- 
nian christians is certain, for it is said in the last epistle 
chap. ii. 15, “whe hath killed the Lord Jesus, and their 
own prophets, and hare persecuted us ; and they please not 
God and are contrary to all men.” 

Though these things are sufficient, in establishing, that 
the unbelieving Jews are the persons whom the Apostle 
had ia view, and who were to be punished with everlasting 
destruction, yet by attending to the whole chapter, we shall 
find conclusive evidence of it. Paul throuzhent ithe chan- 
ter, speaks of the two last classes of persons, the Thessa- 
lonian believers and the persons from whom they suffered 
—Let us = 

Ist. Review the whole chapter briefly, and see what he 
says concerning the Thessalonian Christians. Jn ve ree 3 
Paul and those with him thank God beea ise their faith 
grew exceedingly, and the charity of every one of them 
all toward each other abounded. They glorified in ihem 
in the churches of God, for their paticuce, and faith in ‘ } 
the persecutions and tribulations which they endured.— 
See verse 4 3 and the Apostle counted them worthy of the 
kingdom of God for which they suffered, verse 5: And 
they are informed verse 6th, that God would recompense 


whom [Paul wrote this and the preceding Epistle. Tihis|tribulation to those who were troubling them. What this 
1 r 71 . sttre ~ ed a - ® © 
ehurch was composed of believing Jews and Gentiles, as!trouble was is seen from verse 4, and Acts xvii. 5—9. to he 


is learned from the two Epistles and from Acts xvii. But, 


a: no one would contend, that they are the persons men- 
tioned verse 9th, and said to be punished with everlasting 


destruction, we are spared the labor of any remarks res-j 


pecting this. 


the persecutions endured by them. Compare also 1 Thes 
i. 14—-17. At verse 10 he informs them of Christ’s com- 
ing, and in verses 11, 12, prays that they may be counted 
worthy of his calling. and that Christ might be glorified in 
them. Such isa brief outline of the things ‘which are 


3d. The third, and only other ciass of persons mention-|mentioued in the chapter concerning the Thessalonians, und 
ed in the chapter we must endeavor to ascertain, for who-/the sufferings which they endured. Let us now, vm 


ever they were, they are the persons who in verse Sth, are 


2u. Review the chapter, and see from whom these snf- 


said to be punished with everlasting destruction from the! feriuge were endured, for itis evident that they aro the 












































































































































106 RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 














persons, Who are to be punish els with everlasting destruc-| 
tiou from the presence of the Li rf. Let us then here ask, 

ist. Who shall be punished with ev erlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord? ‘The plain answer to the 
question in verse Oth. They are those “that know not 
God and thi ub obey mot the a spel | of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” That this evn oceasion no difficulty to iny views, 





sseli evident, for the unbelieving persecuting Jews, cer- 





faim) Rdnot knew God not obey the gospel oh Chirist. 
Had they known God, and obeved the gospel, they would 

have perseeuc (} e¢ Thessalonian Christ Aceord- 
) rly our lord told his clisciple 8, Jolnt XVI. he *'These 


things will they do mento vou, because they have not known 
Tords som 





the F ther nor ime. but we think it even ai 


ev dence that my yiew is correct, for the recompensing 


tribulation te them, or takime vengeance on them that 
know not God and obey not the gospel of Christ, is called, 
md that in reference to the te nporal punishment of the 
Tews.— sthe'days of rengeaace that all things which are 
written may be fulfilled.” Luke xxi. 22. Compare 


9) 
~~: alt 
o 


Luke xvii. 7,8. Romans xii. 10. Rev. vi. 10, and xix. 
?, That the vengeance to be taken on them that know 
not God, and whoshall be punished with everlasting de- 
siruction, refers to the same persons and to the same pun- 
ishment will not be questioned. The connexion between 
the Sth and Sih verses, clearly devide this. 


Qd. At verse 6th, it 1s said, “Seeing it is a ri¢hteons thing 


with God to recompense tribulation to them that troubl: 
you.” This part of the context affords some additional ev 
jdence, that the unbelieving perseeuting Jews are the per 
sons spoken ot throughont the passage, and who were to 
be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence 
of the Lord. What God is here said to recompense, is 
led tribulation, and in Mat. xxiv. 29, the temporal misery 
which God was to bring on them is expressly called ¢ribu- 
lation, and “great tribulation, such as Was not siace the be- 
einning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be.” 
Verse 21. Paul and our Lori speaking of the seine peo- 
ple, aud of the same punishinent, use the saine or similar 
language. ‘This we merely notice asa coincidence of lan- 
euare, Which conspired m connexion with the other cir- 
cumstances. corroborates the views we are adi aneing from 
this passage. by troubling or perzecuting Christ's disei- 


xkill. 34, 35, 36. *Wherefore, behold, I send unto you pro 

phets, and wise men, and scer:bes ; and some of them ye 

shall kill and crucily ; wads some of them shall ye scourge 
In your synagogues, and pers cute them trom city to cily * 
That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed up- 
on the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unio the 
blood of Zacharias son of Karachias, whom ye slew be- 
tween the temple and the altar. Venly [say unto you, all 
these things shall come upon this generation.” Let it be 
uoticed here, that the unbelievmg Jews persecuted or 
troubled the Thessalonians. They were then pursuing 
the very course our Lord predicted in these verses, and by 
which they were to fill up the measure of their fathers. 

Such a course of conduct, was an evident or manifest to- 
ken, that upon them should come all the righteous blood 


ished upon the earth, Or, as Paul mm his Ist epistle to ihe 


‘Thessalomans, chay . 16, says of them.—*“Porbidding us 
io speak to the Ge ntile s, that they might be saved, to fil! 
up 9 ir sin always ; for the wrath 1s come, (or rather com- 
ing) upon them to the uttermost.” Was Ged unrighteous 
to take vengeance on such a nation as thus, who had killed 
his prophets, crucified the Lord of glory, persecuted his 
apostles and diseiples, pleased uot God and were contrary 
toall men? Surely not, for even Titus, according to Jose- 
phus, allowed, that unless the righteous vengeance of God 
had fallen on such a generation of wicked men he neye: 


rjcould have taken the city. 


AN Inaurrer Arter Treru, 
TO BE CUNTINUED. 
we ers 
GREAT REVIVAL. 
fu a rerent number of “Zion’s Herald,” a newspaper 
published at Boston tinder the patronage and controul of 
the Methodist Conierence, we observed an article stating 
in rather an ¢ mt eg manner, that ereat accessions had 
been made to the Methodist Churches tu this town, within 
afew months. It was asserted in substance that what 
called a “great outpouring of the spirit” had been experi- 
enced among us “poor heathen islanders’—and that the 
battering rams of clerieval and physieal zeal were playin 
tremendously against the strougholds of sin, and that Sx 
fau’s Kingdom was fast tumbling intortwn., Now alithis iz 





ples, ‘the Jews were to fiil up the measure of their fathers. 
ead thas bring on thems selves s such unheard of tribulations. 
as are deseribed by our Lord, Mat. xxiv. and alluded to 
by the ap “tle in this passage. 

3d. Observe further, that at verse Sth it is said “which 
is a manitest token of the righteous judgement of God.” 
A question naturally oceurs trom these words,—what is a 
maniiest token of the righteous judzment of God? The 
obvious answer to this question is found in versed. The 
perseeutions and tribulations the Thesslonions endured 
were a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God 
But this only provokes another questionx—A manifest to- 
ken of the nehteous judgment of Ged upon whom? The 

ancwer to this question we have in verse 6th alread y no- 
ticed. “Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recom- 
pense tribulation to them that trouble you.” Whoever 
troubled or perseeuted the Thessalonians, their persecu- 
tions was a manifest token of the righteous judement off! 
God to the perseeutors ; or as it is expressed in Phil. i. 28. 
“which is tothem an evident token of perdition.”” Com- 
pare the whole of this passage with the one before us. Ih 
both, the adversaries or persecutors of Christians are the 
persons spoken of, — the similarity of the langaage is 
anparent. What is called, “a manifest token” in the one. 
alle : “an evident token ;” and what is eal- 
Jed perdition in the one, is in the other termed “the richt-{' 
ews judgment of God.” But it may probab] 
here. how were the persecutions of the unhe lievine 
manifest or evident token of: perdition, or the riphteous 
judement ef Gol upon them ; and how did it become ; 


: 5 = at - turned bl 7 thar = . * Bs . 
rishieous tame % ith God thus ) recom pr nse tribul: 


is in the othe 


lion fo 
, > > 47 * 4hoen arsctinan or Po = Tu, 
them bola of wese rosuuohs ure answered by Mat 


bAle 





very comfortable news to those who measure religion by; 
the length of a countenance, or estimate its weight by the 
heaviness of a heart-bursting groan. For the further ed 
ification of the rererend editors ot the Uferald, we can add, 
that within a very few weeks, there has been a wondertu 
awakening in this place with regard to these matters. 
In the course of this short pertod, it is believed that a vast 
ly greater number have embraced a doctrine to which thie 
reverend editors aloresaul are somewhat opposed—-viz 
Universalism. Ut isnot here mentioned by way of deus! 
—nor have we taken particular pains tonmumber and mark 
the converts, and proc Jain the state of funds from time tu 
time—the truth is, although some six or seven scores may 
have mas many months been seared into sudden conver 
sion; more than twice as many, and within Jess than hal, 
the time, bave joyfully opened their eyes on that hght 
which dissip ates the fear of endless misery. Our object at 
present is merely to state facts, and correct misapprehen- 
sions—we seek no controversy on the subject. Inthe in- 
stance of this miacnifed “rerival,’ as in all other violen! 
overflowings of popular excitement, a counter-current 
has of course set in—the great stream runs boiling and 
whirling and foaming along—but on each side of it there 
is a calm and unruffled eddy—so that no creat cause of ex 
veyseny will remain for the Herald editors, after averag ig 
aye and the con, and making a fair discount for bac! 

liders. |. Nantucket Inquirer 


From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 


ELECTION. 


As many I eople ] ave h PLY) stumbled ee yeorn! we ‘ha! 
“ 
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cubject, the following brief hints are respectfully submit- 
d. 

Llection is assuredly a seriptural doctrine, and displays 
the sovereignty, wisdom, and benevolence of the Deity. 


[he sovereign Lord of the harvest chooses whomsoever 
He pleases, and sends them forth to labor in his vineyard. 
They are chosen to be blessings to a bemghted world, and 
useiul in proclaiming the glad tidings of salvation. What 
» distunguished honor to be thus elected! And if faithful 


unto death, such laborers are promised crowns of glory in 
the heaveuly mansions. But the idea of the’ Calvinists, 
that the elect are exclusively chosen for their own benefit, 
appears not only repugnant to reason and the analogy of 
divine truth, but to the equity and goodness of God.— 
Noah—Abraham—the Jewish nation—the prophets— 
Christ, and his apostles, were all elected of God. But 
there were myriads, besides Judas, thus elected, that failed 
ww their duty to God—were criminally disobedient, and re- 
warded according to their works ; which proves that not- 
withstanding their election as instruments for the accom- 
lishment of the divine purposes, they were not specially 
*hosen for salvation, to the exclusion of others. 
1 

an! seuds forth to accomplish His benevolent designs im sa- 
ving the world. And it appears presumptious in professed 
“hristians, to attempt to wrest this business out of His 


hands. {[t is their duty fervently to “pray the Lord of the 
harvest that He would send forth laborers into His har- 
vest.” But so long as the various sects have the vanity to 


think themselves competent, by means of human learning 
and worldly treasure, to manufacture, send forth, and con- 
trou) the heralds of salvation, so long we must expect that 
the diffusion of the pure gospel will be retarded, rather 
than accelerated. Inregard to such instruments, the di- 
vine testimony is sufficiently plain, and may be safely reli- 
ed upon :—“I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran: 
[have not spoken tothem, yet they prophesied. But if 
they had stood in my counsel, and had caused my people 
to hear my words, then they would have turned them from 
ther evil way.” 


*y 
al 


Whatever boasting of Missionary success im foreign 
countries, may be deemed necessary, to elicit contributions 
—-keep cach other in countenance, and keep up the farce, 
the whole scheme being of mati’s invention, will imevita- 
bly come to nought. k. 





~~ = 


FOR THE 


RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


ve “J. 8.” 
Sir, In your reply fo my communication of April 
17th, Jam happy to find that there 1s not only an acknowl- 
edeement of candour m my examination of the subject un- 


der consideration, but} am pleased to observe that spirit}mortaltty ; 
ae 
exhibited on your part which | now hope to be under the/M4#ve orsutiy) 


nfluence of. and wish ever to witness in ¢ 


hature. 


iscussions of this 
It is unfortunately too often the case, that discus- 
even of a religious nature are conducted with such a 
lecree of warmth and acrimony, that strong evidence 1s 


S101) 


exhibited that the mild and heaveniy spirit of the gospel 


dors not predominate, and the cause thereby experiences a 
ecrious Injuty. 


outroversy, merely forthe purpose of making a display 
which must have been feeble indeed at best 


> * 


to achieve the trophies of victory. 


ad 


ive duty to vindicate or abandon them. Wishing to see 
eJditiogal testimony exhited im suppert of your theory. 





hus we see that “Go I's elect” are such as He chooses, | 


You, may rely upon it Sir, that it was far 
from my intention to engage in a useless or unprofitable 


ind I think 
{ may safely say that my motives were not like those of 
the combatant, who attacks but to conquer, and is solicitous 
You had as] conceived 
vanced some new ideas, sentiments which | thought un- 
teuable ; every person therfore, who publicly advances 
his sentiments, is to the public answerable for the same, and 
if eatled upon to defend or explein them, it is lis imperi- 


1 


deemed it proper to invite your attention again to the sub- 
ject by atew remarks. 

You inform me that you “intend not to make a formal 
reply to me, but to state more paricularly, your seuti- 
ments on the subject.” As you have thought proper not to 
reply directly to my communication (or the sulject matter 
of it,) ny remarks will be confined to your “reply.” 


You commence by asking “my attention to the scripture 
testimony concerning the uature and moral condition of 
the first Adam whose image we all bear beiore we put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ,” and it seems to be from this prin- 
cipally, that you have Jrawn your inferences and founded 
your hypothesis. With respect to the first and second Ad- 
am, Paul only, I think uses the expression, and as theolo- 
gians differ in their expositions of the phrase here used, it 
will not be strange should I differ from you. It will be un- 
necessary for me to suy much upon this branch: of the sub- 
ject, as it might extend this communication (were Ito ex 
press my views in full upon it) beyond the limits ,!lowe 
me. 

We read “the first man Adam was made a living soul 
the last Adam a quickening spirit.” This is at best but a 
figurative expression, and let it mean what it may, I think 
it does not militate agaiust the idea that the soul of man 
was originally immortal. In Gen, 1.7, it reads thus: 
“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man 
becaine a livinigsonl; that is, the mass of matter being 
operated upon by the divine energy, was animated, aud 
man became a living soul; but weare not informed that 
immortality was not identified with the soul, or that its 
constitution was chauged by transgression,—its characte: 
undoubtedly was changed; the divine image which wa: 
loliness was lost, and itis by the last Adam who isa quick 

euing spirit that it is restored aad made alive to holiness. 


j 


You say “there was nothing identified with the first Ad- 
am that was immortal,” because God excluded him from 
the tree of life, and that the grand mistake appears tu be. 
that Adam, and all his posterity while bearing his image, 


and of course excluded from the tree of life, which can 
alone impart life and immortality to them, are yet possr 
sed of an immortal soul which liveth forever.” 

I ask was it not in the image of God that man was or! 


ginally made? If so, dit not Adam in his pristine ctat 
possess this immoriality which you say was not identified 
with him? Certainly he must have borne this image be- 
fore he transgressed, and probably it was again restered to 
him by that eternal spirit which he heard m the season 
reflection, in his cool and dispassionate moments, represen- 
ted by the cvol of the day. [i as you observe that immor- 
tality and incorruptivn belong to those who bear the di- 
vine image, and that this is an evidence of the soul’s im- 
then according to your own premises taan must 
possessed this immortal principle. 

It was said “dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou re- 
turn.” Did God sav unto this living soul “dust thou art, 
aud unto dust shalt tiou return?” [ think not. [ pre- 
1 part which 
was formed of the dust, (earth) and was of an earthy o: 
corruptible nature » this i trust was the cause why it should 

ust; not because sin had entered into the 


as consequent on Its peculiar constitution, and 


v of 
} 





o.. 
iy ¢ 


sume he had spectral reference to the materia 


. 
s 


return unto 
world, but w 


the irreversible laws of nature, The external body ex- 
perienced no change : it Was « rigin lly material and deri 
ved its sustenance trom the earth, and like every thing ot 


an earthy nature was subject to disease ! death and al 
the laws of matter. it was spiritual death which was re 
ferred to, and which wus experienced on the day of trans 
gression, yet it was uot annihil 
from which it could not be rais 
defaced, could be rest 


al } 


ita death 
tha livive i Yoo] 
ne divine nhoage alth< 


“es : 
ad by the operation o: the quick 


tion, neither was 
ty! sca: 





ening ani renewing spirit of lite. 
You offer a few querics, v1 


if 


“What 
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cemputsiammiapenasiniiagins me eee ne ee 





ea 





"The first Adam. Whatis aspirit? Ans. The last Adam.” 
Y confess | can discover no difference between these two 
qnestions. | cousider the soul and spirit as synonymous 
ierms abstracted!y considered. Itis not my intention to 
give a definition of the human soul, as the question ha- 
heen pretty satisfactorily settled ; yet it may not be amiss 
to observe that it is generally understood to be the vita! 
principle in man, the interiour power, the mind, an immu- 
terial principle, &c. You say, “the soul is not immortal. 
and that there is no mention made of an immortal soul im 
the Bible.” This peculiar phraseology I presume is not 
used, but that the tact is implied from various expressions. 
Tirnst isevilent. Thenumerous references to a state oi 
immortal felicity which the sun! experiences after the diz- 
solution of the body, aud the declaration that all souls are 
to beredeemed and brought to bear the divine imaze, 
seems to be an evidence that the soul will not perish with 
the body. The bringing of life and immortality to LIGHT 
by Christ, was only making known the fact; for the fact 
was true before he announced it. It ts sufficient for me to 
know, that HE who revealed the Father's will, did reveal 
to man the interesting and important fact, that we shall be 
raised from the power of the grave, and dwell with beat- 
ified spirits in the invisible world; and the very pleasing 
sensations which must result from the belief that we are to 
exist ina more perfect and happy state, is alone a very 
strong md twement for entertaining the idea, were the tact 
not conclusively settled. 

Sneaking of eternal hfe, you state that the “eternal lif 
and immertality of mankind is in Christ, the tree of lite >” 
—consequently it 1s not until we “put off the old man 
which is corrupt, and put on the Lord Jesus Christ that we 
arv possessed of the ability to live forever, in any sense or 
ehape.” [agree with you thal we do not enjoy that state 
which is sometimes called eternal life, and kingdow of 
heaven, (which is confined to this life,) until we “put off 


the old man,” and are renewed in the temper and spirit of 


the mind. The knowledge of God is said to be eternal 
ite; bat Leonceive there is an essential difference between 
this state of gospel rest and peace, and that state of perma- 
neut felicity, which T trust tis the will of God that we 
should enjoy beyond the grave. 

In your qnotation from John iii. 6; “That which is born 
of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the spirit is 
spirit,” 1 can find ne.aing that implies that the soul de- 
rives its immortal constitution from the new birth or oper- 


—w » 


new man, and has no reference to the future state of man 
alter the dissolution of the body. 


We wil now examine the scripture testimony. Cor. 15, 
Paul speaking of the resurrection of the dead, says, “It is 
soWL in corruption, it is raised in incorruption. It issown 
Luatural boy, it is raised a spiritual body ; there is a nat- 
ural body, there is a spiritual body ; as we have borne the 
mage of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the 
ieavenly. Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood 
cannot mbherit the kingdom of God ; neither doth corrup- 
tion inherit incorruption. Behold I shew you a mystery 
we shall not all sleep, but we shall ann be changed; ina 
moment in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump, (for 
the trump shall sound) and the dead shall be raised incor- 
ruptible, and we shall be changed; for this corruptible 
must put on meorruption, and this mortal must put on im- 
mortality ; so when this corruptible shall bave put on in- 
corruption, and this mortal immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that death is swallowed up in 
victory.” When we contrast matter with spirit, corrup- 
tion with incorruption &e. it would sees as if we could 
hardly give any other construction to these passages, than 
that they refer toan indissoluble and immortal state be- 
yond the confines of this world : what appears to have led 
the apostle toremark upon this subject at this time, was 
hbeeause sume doubted whether there were any resurrec- 
tion of the dead. If says he, “ihere be no resurrection of 
the dead, then Christ is not risen, for if the dead rise not, 
then is not Christ raised.” The doubts which he wished 
to remove appear evident to me, to be those which they 
entertained with respect to a future state of existence. 1 
would ask, are all in this state of being, raised incorrupti- 
hle, and clothed with immortality in any sense of the word ? 
Do all pass from death to life in this world? Do all be- 
long to the household of faith, and obey the heavenly di- 
rector? Jt must be answered in the negative. But the 
language is positive and clear, “that as we have borne the 
image of the earthy, we also shall of the heavenly, that 
this corruption sha// put on incorruption,” &c. 

All certainly do not experience this here—the Apostle 
says, “For we know, that if our earthly house of this tab- 
ernacle were dissoved, we have a building of Ged, an 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.” We 
must conclude that Paul had, (or imagined he had) put off 
the old man, and put on the new man, for he declares that 
the law of the spirit of life had made him free from the 


ations of the divine spirit. I grant that the spirit is the{law of sin and death ; and yet he desires to be clothed up- 


marce of all vital religion, that all our religious affections 
spirit which quickeneth to a sense and practice of our duty, 
-—that calls us from our wanderings,—which translates us 
from darkness to light, and which raises from death to lif 
ina seriptural and spiritual sense, With respect to its op- 
erations, am williag to follow you as fur asthe Apostle 
of our DIVINE MASTER Willzo; vetI am not williug te 
.imit that by being thus operated upon, the soul possesses 
2n immortal constitution which it otherwise would not 
possess, and that it is this alone which is to give it exist- 
ence in the world of spirits. nor that this operation is ne- 


on, that mortality might be swallowed up of life. We are 


and benevolent desires proceed from its influence. It is the}informed that Christ shall subjugate all unto himself be- 


fore the final accomplishment of God’s designs. He says 
“then cometh the end, when lie shall have delivered up 
the kingdom to God, even the Father ; when he shail have 
put down all authority and power, for he must reign ‘till 
he hath put all enemies under his feet, and the last enemy 
that shall be destroyed is death.” We read that Christ 
came unto his own, and that they received him not (yet 
they were his) and altho’ they did not receive him, they 
were heirs and jomt heirs with him in a blessed inher: 
tance : to those who had not received him, he says, “other 


cessarily confined tothis world. This I do not fiad in the|sheep I have which are not of this fold ; them also ] must 


ka 


testimony advanced. 


Ii is not the spirit which is born, but it is being born of 


the spirit that the Apostle refers to. We are intormed 
that the letter killeth, but the spirit maketh alive: no one 
I presume can suppose that the /efier here alluded to, Kkil- 
leth either body or soul, strictly speaking; neither does 
the spirit give life or existence to the soul :—It basa trans- 
forming or renewing power. Paul says be ye transformed 
by the renewing of your min, that ye may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. 


eo You are of opmion that Paul when speaking of mor- 


ality, putting on immortality &c. refers only to being cloth- 
ni with, or upon, by the divixe spirit, or putting ou the 


bring, and they sha// hear my voice ; and there shall be 
one fold and one shepherd.” This | understand to refer to 
the “dispensation of the fulness of times, when all shall be 
vathered together in one, even in him.” Christ declares 
that of all that the Father had given him, nothing should 
be lost, but that he would raise it up at the last day, 

It being conclusively settled from scripture testimony 
that all will be redeemed and brought to bear the divine 
image, {think it must follow asa natural inference that 
not only the regenerate, but the unrezenerate will at length: 
put on the white robe, and exist after the body has return- 
ed to its mother earth, and that their existence will be a 
happy one, 





Horatio. 








RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


~_—— 





109 














RELIGIOUS INQUIRER. 


ee 





SATURDAY, May 15, 1824. 





REPLY TO HORATIO. 

Permit me, sir, in the same spirit of candor with which 
you appear to write, to correct some of the mistakes which 
appear in your communication of April 17th. You say, 
“Tf J. B. means to convey the idea that Abraham and 
others did not receive the spirit until the day of Pentecost, 
or that it was not given prior to that memorable event, ! 


I 


See John vii. 


think he has trodden upon ground not tenable, &c.” 
offer you scripture to correct this mistake. 
39. “ For the Holy Spirit wae not yet given, because that 
Jesus was not yet glorifie?.” Looking onward, in your 
communication, I see nothing that militates against my the- 
ory, as laid down in the piece which is the subject of your 
remarks, until I come to this expression and interrogation : 
“ He (Christ) says nothing about giving a new existence to 
spirits. Ifman, in his pristine state, possessed a principle 
which should not perish with the material fabric, but 
should survive the death of the body, how happened it to 
be lost in the interim, between his ereation and the advent 
of the Saviour ?” I crant that man, from his creation to the 
resurrection of Christ, had in him an imperishable princi- 
ple, a spirit, an] that it never was lost. But I deny that, 
previous to the resurrection of Christ, the spirit of God 
in man was that man, and continued such after the death 
of the body. I maintain that, in order for that spirit to 
become the man, or the man the spirit, he must be *.re- 
newed in his mind,’ and thus become assimilated to it; 
and that this is what is meant by putting on immortality, 
and by Christ being formed within. Says Paul, “ My lit- 
tle children, for whom I travail until Christ be formed in 
you.” And what is Christ? Ans. “ A quickening spirit.” 
Seé i. Cor. 15. Until this spirit is formed within, I con- 
ceive it to be no more identified with a man than with a 
The samme spirit is in a beast, and at his disselution 
Says Solomon, “ Man hath 


beast. 
returns to God who gave it. 
no pre-eminence above a beast, As dieth the one, so dieth 
the other. All go to one place.” And David asserts of 
man’s dissolution, “ In that very day his thoughts perish.” 
Therefore saith Christ, “ ye must be born again.” Ye 
must be born,“ not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
norof the will of man, but of God.” Why? Because 
+ God alone hath immortality” ; and “this mortal must 
put on immortality : (or not possess it, forever.) Thus, as 
Lapprehend, Christ does give existence to spirits, (not 
spirit) by spiritualizing the individual minds of men. This 
is tlie process, which, strictly speaking, is the resurrection 
of Christ. {t ic spoken of as “Christ risen in you :” as “the 
day star arising in your hearts :” and as “Christ formed in 
vou,” &c, &c, 

Again, you say “Ile (Christ) came as a Saviour, not to 
-ave from wrath &e. but to save from sin &c.” Nowl 
ask, Whatis wrath? Paul answers, The operation 


wo 


Lid we 


of the law. “The law (saith he) worketh wrath.” Did 
not Christ come to save us fromthis wrath? Ans. “He 
was made under the law to redeem them that were under 
the law.” Therefore, “If, while we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved from wruth 
through him.” So says the Apostle. But you say he 
came “to save from sin,” Very well, what issin? Hear 
Paul. “O wretched man that 1 am, who shall deliver me 
from this body of sin!” What body of sin? Ans. The 
“law in my members, warring against the law of my mind 
and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin that is in 
my members.” Christ redeems from this law. How? 
By imparting spiritual and eternal life or changing the 
mind froma carnal toa spiritual and heavenly state.— 
Hence, “to be carnally minded is death ; but to be spiritu- 
ally minded is life and peace.” If to be carnally minded 
is death, and any person be in that state, is he, at the same 
time, ia possession of immortality? Is immortality his 
Can he eternally live ? 
You notice my quotation of Mat. xxvii. 57, as it 


own? Is there eternal life in 
death ? 
I had intimated that the natural bodies of the saints arose.- 
This I think you will see isa mistake, by looking at my 
Man “is sown a natural body, but 
You say, “If it bea fact that 
man originally possessed an immortal soul &c.” To which 


communication again. 
is raised a spiritual body.” 


I answer, that, if it bea fact, we have no account of it in 
the Bible. 

“Horatio” will perceive that my whole aim is, to shew 
that we have eternal life and immortality only in Christ, 
the “quickening Spirit,” and that that life and immortalit~ 
are not ours, in possession, until Christ is formed in us. 
Also that, eventually, we shall all actually possess this life 
and immortality, for we shall all be made alive in Christ 


i. e. “God shall be all in all.” 


J. B. 





The Eastrrn Association of Universalists is to 
meet at Farnungton, (Me) on the 23d and 24th of June 
next, being “the fourth Wednesday and Thursday.” It is 
hoped that as many of our ministering brethren will attend, 
as can make it convenient. Societies also, are earnestly re- 
quested to send Delegates, with proper credentials to act in 
Council and relate the present state of religion in this sec- 
tion to which they belong. 
—s 

IThe Installation of Rev. Sepastranw Srreeren ove: 
the First Universalist Society in Boston, took place on 
Thursday last, 19th instant. 


"We are happy to learn that Br. A. Dinsmore, of 
Winthrop, has concluded to devote his time exclusively to 
the work of an evangelist. 

IA gentieman in Livermore, by the name of Batre, 
has lately commence? preaching, and bids fair to be useful, 
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Our first mmguiry will be te ascertaia whether this pas- 


and is connection should be taken 





literally or figura- 
tively Gen. 2. 8—10. “And the Lord God planted a 
garden eastward in Eden, and there he put the man whom 


he had formed : and out of the rroun le 
to grow every tree that is plea 


: the tree of life also 


lm: t 1¢ Lord God 
sant to the sight, or good fox 


im the midst oi the garden, 
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into the wornan, ye shall not surely die.” ‘The important 
question arises, was all this a literal account? If so, then 
in order to make one part of the subject bear an analogy 
to another, we must understand the garden, the rivers, ihe 
tree of life, the tree of knowledge of good and evil, the lo- 
juiacious serpent, the cherubims and the flaming sword, al! 
1a literal sense. 

Without regard to the irrationality of this account, Jit- 
erally considered, may we not Inquire wnat mora? instruc- 
jon cau possibly be obtained from it? Again, if the gar- 
ten, the rivers, &c. be taken literally, is it not truly sur- 
prising tha it history should furnish no traces of this garden 
especially as the country in which it is supposed to 
-cu located has been peopled for ages? 


2 
re we 
When we seek for the proper answer to the above ques- 
tions—when we duly consider the highly allezorical and 
hyperbolic mode of expression among the ancient eastern 
netions-—when we notice the figurative mode of writing 
which frequently occurs in scripture, and are satisfied that 
it would be pertectly inconsistent to receive the whole bi- 
ble in a literal sense, we trust the propriety of giving our 
subject a figurative construction, will be admitted, 
It mav be said that the practice of allegorisine the sa- 
ered writings, efiectus lly opens a door tor the introduction 
f the wildest theories, the most extravagant fantasies, and 
the most absurd practices, which ever received the sanction 
of ignorance, vice, fanaticism and folly. It is true this Is 
the case, when the iminutrble, harmont pertections of 
God are lost sight of—when the etern: 1] pe nee of mor- 
al riziteousness are disregarded—when reasoa forsakes 
vor empire in the mind, and there is no criterion left 
whereby ne determine truth from error. But when we 
caretul ly eompare doubtful or equivocal expressions, and 
para tbolical representations, with the nature and fitness of 
chiaswe-ti ie character of God—and the clear, unequivocal 
vord—we may proceed with satety and 
atis fac tion, mg iving a Siz rurative construction, to various 
-criptare expressions and narrations. 
shall therefore proceed to treat our subject as an al- 
legory. 
The following particulars invite your serious 
ul attention. 
What is represented by the garden. 
W hat ts signified by the serpent. 
What is meant by the tree of life. 
A. What should be understoud by the cheruli 
a tlaming sword. 


a 


S< 


ine 


( 
f 


leclarations of his v 


and care- 


ms holding 


Voces. in making the sanctuary, represented the new 
-ovenant by two cherubims over the mercy seat, withouta 
word. 

1. What is represented by the garden ? 


By the 
clate of unnocence, 
man; in which garden or moral s 


was driven out as just and 


ravden, we may rationally understand the moral 
in which our Creator originally placed 
tate he continued, till he 
sssary consequence of 
‘V comparison is very beautiful, as well 
as Very appropriate. Ina garden weeds or plants may 
growin the huinan mind error or truth may flouris h. 
As in the §) pr juz, a garden requires the skilful band of eul- 
tivation ; so does the human mind require the utmost guar- 
dian care, ilies ace and cultivation, especially in the sprin 
of human life, the season of mexperienced youth. Alas 


the nee 
} 


transgression. ils 


driven from the garden of innoeccuce, by listening to th 
nsinuatlions of serpentine false! uo od, ve shall not surely 
die? Mankind are strongly inclined to think that thes 


. 3101). 


tyagima 
what multitudes of our sinful race, in early life, have been|— 


we “shallsurELY die.” ‘This is the voice of inspiration 
and truth, and it is confirmed by universal experience ! 
rhe punishment of sin is as sure and certain, as the com- 
mission of it. Those who listen to the insinuations of the 
serpent, who says, “yeshall not sure/y die,” will learu by 
bitter experience that he tells that which is not trae. 

[To BE CONTINUED. | 


——— 


From the (Litch fie wa Mmerican Eagie. 

The following facts may wa relied on as 5 ee iving occurred 
within the last six months. The dangliter of a very poor 
man, who is supported as a State pauper, believing it her 
duty to give for the nape of the heathen, or contribute 
to the missionary cause, called upon the Rev. Pa of the 
parish to which she ree os, pr presented him with a 
gown pattern forthe benefit of the 


4 
aa 


a 
. 


or 
Elliot or Choctaw mis~ 

This gown was received by the Clerzyman, and de- 
ed among the articles of clothing by him ree 
that purpose. ‘The girl has no meas, other 
labor, to procure money. Her mother 


posit = 


sived for 
-than her own 


has not for son.e 
months attended public worship for want of clothes. Her 
smaller sister cannot attend school for want of shoes ; and 


the family. in addition to the small aid received from thie 
State, of about 70 cents per week, are supported by beg- 


ging from one house to another; a little indian meal here, 


a litle milk there, and a little meat in ancther place; and 
all these facts exist and occur daily betore the Rev. Cler 
zyman, and his immediate neighborhood. 

Is it the duty of this girl to give? Is itthe duty of this 


Ciergyman, under these circumstances, to receive ? 


MODERN RELIGIOUS REVIVALS. 


An orthodox preacher named William Bently, giving 
account of religious revivals which he 


an 


had been - 


lastru 


mental in raising, says, he “inquired of a Mrs. R——, if 
she professed religion, or possessed it? She answered in 


the negative.” A few days afterward he sow this } Vs 
and says, he “found the Lord had blessed the word to the la- 
dy before mentioned, and that she was iu great des 
her soul.” ‘The Seriptures i inform us, that “the 6: 
the Lord maketh rich.” 7 ‘his i is surely a strange dlessy 
which confers “great distress” on all who receive We 
hope the day is not far distant when these theoleg rical busy 
bodies will be left to shift for themselves ; so fe 
some honest calling. and 
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SPRIN 
How beautiful is eroation, and how wise and b 
are the works of Previdence Well may we make t 
exclamat at the present season—-when the bric! 
lay darts Ins glor upon the earth, disp. 
lamps and fozs of winter, and resuscitating animat 
ture, ‘There nothing to which the life of u 
been compared more aptly than to that of the seasons- 
their var t heat and cold—-of st: 
calm, resembling lus tumultuous life. At one tim 
tion is dark and gloomy—passion rankles i ! 
-and while he is an the verge of venting its mal 
‘nee, some kindly passion rises in opp 
the threatening storm. 
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shall be happy ta transzression—and truth eternal and di-; 


Were we to take the seasons, and their operation upon 
nature for our guide, it would be well for 


} us. ‘(uo prepare 
vine compels us tostete that modern theories of religionjat one time of Hfe for another, so that when the winter of 
tend to strengthen {his most tullacious opjnion, by consid-lo'd ave should come pea us, We would not be leit deso- 
erine eternal death to be the just punishment of sta—andiate, Much preparation is nec ssary to make that drearv 
then eddine, thet this death is not suRE, but may be esea-isenson comfortable, when the vanities of the world cease 
pedby repenfance any time previous to natttral death bait o ple Ase, and when the most of our former associates are 
But let us remember. that in the very day we transgress,Islumbering in th ™ h whi! 
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will regret, should they arrive at it. At any rate, the 
practice of virtue cannot injure them—and it is equally 
commendable at all ages. 

Splendid Church.—The Catholics of Montreal are pre- 
paring to erect a magnificent cathedral, surpassing in spien- 
dor and magnitude any ecclesiastical edifice on the conti- 
nent of North America. It will be strictly aud purely 
Gothie, after the best models extant, will hold fen thousand 
worshippers, and cost four hundred thousand dollars. Its 
length is to be 252 feet—breadth 132,-with two towers tn 
trout each 200 feet in height, and it is to have seven altars, 
the high altar at the east, behind which is to be a great 
window 32 feet by 45. 

St. Paul’s Cathedral, London.—This structure was 35 
yearsin building, and cost 736,722/. sterling, [3,263,208 
dollars.] It is 500 feet long and 250 feet wide; the sum- 
mit of the dome is 340 feet high. 


—— 


WASHINGTON COLLEGE. 

On the 6th inst. agreeable to adjournment, the Trustees 
ef Washington College, met at New Haven, and aiter a 
full investigation of the subject, Resolved, to fix on the 
City or HARTFORD, as the most suitable place for its lo- 
cation. 

The state of the votes were as follows: 


Hartford, 9. 
Middletown, 5. 
New-Haven, re 








DIED, 
At New-York, on the 3d inst. Mr. Edward P. Shepard, 
aged 19, son of Mr. Ely Shepard of this city. 


Drowned,—On Saturday last, in a fit of insanity, Miss 
JanE Benton, daughter ofthe late Mr. Reynolds Ben- 
ton. 
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[SELECTED. | 
TIME. 
Esaw him hast’ning on his way, 
And mark’d his lightning flight, 
Wherc’er he mov’d, there stern decay 
Spread its destructive blight. 
Rapid the gloomy phantom hied. 
Envelop'd in the storm ; 
His eye shone out in sullen pride, 
And fearful was his form. 





Ysaw him grasp the warrior’: wreatin, 
Worn in the gory fray, 

The laurel with’ring sank in death, 
Its beauty fled away ; 

That wreath was stain’d with bloody hue. 
Unhallow’d was its bloom, 

ft met the phantom’s chilling view, 
And bow’d beneath its dooni. 


{saw him pass by beauty’s bow’r, 
And listen to her lay—- 

Around the spot was many a flow’r, 
Blooming itssummer day ; 

With icy heart the spectre came, 
Her lovely form compress’, 

She met his lurid eye of flame—- 
The tomb-stone tells the res! 


On youth's warm brow iis hand he prest, 
*T was cold as mould’ring clay, 
He laid hisarm on manhood’s bre2st, 


And low she droop’d her head, 
Her blossoms wither’d in the blast, 
And all her verdure tled. 
FLorie, 
-—-2s+e-— 
Confidence in God, in a Thunder Storm, 


The rain descends, the tempests rise— 
My soul his Majesty adore ! 
Jehovah's voice sounds through the skies, 


While lightings flash, and thunders rvar. 


Isit becalm’d while others fear, 
The God who thunders is my ALL ; 
It is my Father's voice I hear, 
Nor shall } by his thunder fall. 
No, while his lightnings flash around, . 
Although the earth’s foundations move; 
I stand secure on faith’s firm ground, 
I rest in his uochanging love. 


Nothing shall fright my soul from God, 
Should he the skies this moment rend, 
He is my only safe abode : 
My rock, my refuge, and my friend. 








NOTICE. 
*,* The Rev. Nenwemian Doner, of New-Londons 
will preach at the State House, TO-MORROW the 16th 


inst. 





JUST RECEIVED, 
AND FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE. 
KNEELAND’s, GREEK anp ENGLISH TESTAMENTS: 
Do. LECTURES. 
Do. COLUMBIAN MISCELLANY. 
Batiouv’s NOTES ON THE PARABLES. 
Do. SERIES OF LETTERS. 
Do. LECTURES. 
Do. ELEVEN SERMONS. 
Do. ON ATONEMENT. 
Do. CATECHISM. 

The UNIVERSALIST HYMN BOOK : a new collec- 
tion of Psalms and Hyimns, for the use of Universalist Se. 
cleties.—(single or doz.) 

ALSO 

A Sketch of the hfe of Exnanan WincuEstER,—by 
William Vidler. 

A luminous diseourse on the “coming of Christ,” from 
2 Thess. i. 6, 10, by Rev. J. S. THompson, recently of the 
Methodist Persuasion.—Price, $ cts. singly. 

A Discourse, delivered at the United States? Chapel, 
‘Springfield, (Ms.)—bvy David Pickering. 

Sin against the Holy Ghost, illustrated ina diseourse 
delivered at the Capitol, in the City of Albany,—by Geo. 
B. Lisher. 

A Discourse, delivered at the Universalist Church, in the 
City of Hudson, (N. ¥.)-——by David Pickering. 

“Force of Prejudice” exhibited in a careful and critical 
investigation of Therteen Recommendations, accompanying 
Mr. Roswell Judson’s famous Letter, and appendix. Ad- 
dressed to the Rev. Abner Kneeland, on the subject of Uni- 
versal Salvation. 

The History of the INQUISITION of Spain and Portugal. 

An ESSAY ON MAN, by ALEXANDER Pork, Esa. to 
which is added, the Untvensan Prayer. 
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